Homeless Education, Title X: McKinney-Vento Policy
Reach Cyber Charter School

The Board of Trustees recognizes the right of all students, including those who are homeless, to
receive a free appropriate public education and to be given meaningful opportunities to succeed
in schools. The School will ensure that homeless children and youth are free from
discrimination, segregation, and harassment.

Information regarding this policy, including the educational rights of homeless children and
youth, will be distributed to all students upon enrollment, will be posted at the school site, as
well as other places where children, youth, and families in transition receive services, such as
family and youth shelters, motels, campgrounds, welfare departments, health departments, and
other social service agencies.

Definitions

The McKinney-Vento Act defines “homeless children and youth” as individuals who lack a
fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. The term includes:
Children and youth who are:

e sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing,
economic hardship, or a similar reason (sometimes referred to as
doubled-up);

e living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of
alternative adequate accommodations;

e living in emergency or transitional shelters; or

e abandoned in hospitals;

e children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a
public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular
sleeping accommodation for human beings;

e children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces,
abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or
similar settings; and

e migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in
circumstances described above.

If a child or youth’s living situation does not clearly fall into the situations described above, the
school should refer to the McKinney-Vento definition of “fixed, regular and adequate nighttime
residence” and consider the relative permanence of the living arrangements. Determinations of
homelessness should be made on a case-by-case basis. Note that incarcerated children and youth
and children and youth in foster care are not considered homeless.

Educational Rights of homeless students and youth under the McKinney-Vento Act include:
e Stay in the same school or transfer to the school where they live.

e Immediate school enrollment, even without the required documentation (such as a birth
certificate).
Transportation to and from school and school-sponsored extracurriculars.
Participate in all school programs, including supplemental services and special education.
Access and receive services from Early Head Start and Head Start programs, Early
Intervention services under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and
other preschool programs run by the school.



Assistance with school-related expenses such as supplies etc.
Assistance with college planning.
Referrals to community agencies or other resources.

Dispute McKinney-Vento eligibility or school selection determinations made by the
school to Pennsylvania’s Education for Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness
Program.

o If McKinney-Vento eligibility or enrollment is denied, families will receive a
written notice from the school explaining the decision. Families will also receive
information about how to dispute this decision and student/parent rights during
the dispute process, including the student’s right to remain enrolled in school
while the dispute is ongoing. The homeless liaison will serve as the main point
of contact for families to ensure they are adequately supported during the dispute
process.

Unaccompanied Youth means a youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian, who
lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence as defined above. This includes youth who
have run away from home, been abandoned or forced out of their home by a parent, guardian, or other
caretaker; or separated from a parent or guardian for any other reason. The more general term youth
also includes unaccompanied youth. In addition to the rights listed above, Unaccompanied
Youth are eligible for these additional rights under McKinney-Vento:

Enroll and participate in school without a parent or guardian.

Receive assistance with moving on to the next grade or reaching graduation.

Assistance with applying for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as an
independent student without parental income information.

Enroll and enrollment means attending school and participating fully in all school activities.

Immediate means without delay.

School of Origin means the school that the child or youth attended when permanently housed or
the school in which the child or youth was last enrolled.

Local Liaison is the staff person designated by our district as the person responsible for carrying
out the duties assigned to the local homeless education liaison by the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act.

Identification

Homeless children and youth will be identified. Data will be collected on the number of enrolled
students identified as homeless children; where they are living; their academic achievement
(including state and local assessments); and the reasons for any enrollment delays, interruptions
in their education, or school transfers. The liaison will provide reliable, valid and comprehensive
data to the Coordinator of Pennsylvania’s Education for Children and Youth Experiencing
Homelessness (ECYEH) Program in accordance with federal and state laws and regulations.

School Selection

Each homeless child and youth has the right to remain at his or her school of origin or to attend
any school that houses students who live in the attendance area in which the child or youth is
actually living.



Therefore, in selecting a school, homeless children and youth will remain at their schools of
origin to the extent feasible, unless that is against the parent’s or youth’s wishes. Students may
remain at their schools of origin the entire time they are in transition and until the end of any
academic year in which they become permanently housed. The same applies if a child or youth
loses his or her housing during the summer.

Services that are required to be provided, including transportation to and from the school of
origin and services under federal and other programs, will not be considered in determining
feasibility.

Enrollment

The school shall immediately enroll the homeless child or youth, even if the child or youth is
unable to produce records normally required for enrollment, such as previous academic records,
proof of residency, or other documentation.

Transportation

Parents and unaccompanied youth will be informed of the right to transportation before they
select a school for attendance. At a parent’s or unaccompanied youth’s request, transportation
will be provided to and from the school of origin for the homeless children or youth.
Transportation will be provided for the entire time the child or youth has a right to attend that
school, as defined above, including during pending disputes. In addition to receiving
transportation to and from the school of origin upon request, homeless children and youth will
also be provided with other transportations services comparable to those offered to housed
students.

Services

Students experiencing homelessness must be provided with services that are comparable to
services offered to other students not experiencing homelessness. These services include
educational programs or services such as programs for children with disabilities, programs for
students with limited English proficiency, vocational education, and programs for gifted and
talented students, for which a student experiencing homelessness meets the eligibility criteria.
Homeless children and youth are automatically eligible for Title I, Part A services.

Training
The local liaison will participate in, and share information with staff, regarding McKinney-Vento
Title X requirements and sensitivity/awareness. School personnel providing services to homeless
children and youths, including school enrollment staff, shall receive professional development
and support to:
1. Improve identification of homeless children and youths and unaccompanied youths.
2. Understand the rights of such children, including requirements for immediate
enrollment and transportation as appropriate.
3. Heighten the awareness of, and capacity to respond to, the educational needs of such
children.



Coordination

A local liaison will be appointed as the school’s primary contact between homeless families,
school personnel, and other service providers. The liaison is responsible for coordinating
services to ensure that homeless students enroll in school and have an opportunity to succeed
academically. The liaison shall also collaborate and coordinate as needed with the State
Coordinator for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth (ECYEH), and community
personnel who work with these students and their families to best support the population’s
needs.

Disputes
If there is a dispute regarding any issue covered in this policy, the student will have the rights of
a homeless child or youth to all appropriate educational services, transportation, and Title I, Part
A services while the dispute is pending. The school will provide the parent or unaccompanied
youth with a written explanation of its decision and the right to appeal and will refer the parent or
unaccompanied youth to the local liaison immediately. Such notice will be in language the
parent or unaccompanied youth can understand, and include a summary of the dispute resolution
process. If a dispute arises over eligibility, enrollment, or school selection:
1. The parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth shall be referred to the liaison, who will
assist in the dispute resolution process.
2. The student shall be immediately enrolled in the school in which enrollment is sought,
pending final resolution of the dispute, including all available appeals.
3. The liaison will issue a written decision of the dispute within twenty business days of
being notified of the dispute.
4. The liaison will inform the Regional ECYEH Office of the dispute.
5. The parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth shall be provided the Procedural
Safeguards Notice of Denial of Enrollment and Pennsylvania’s Education for Children
and Youth Experiencing Homelessness (ECYEH) Dispute Letter.

LEGAL REFERENCE:

o The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. Sections 11431-11436

o Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 20 U.S.C. Sections
6311-6315

o The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. Sections 1400 et. seq.

o Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004, 42 U.S.C. Sections 1751 et. seq.

o June 5, 1992 Policy and Administration for Children and Families of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services.
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